RUTH FIRST EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Charity No. 1019975

Trustees:  Professor Ash Amin (Chair), Professor Richard Brown, Bahadur Najak (Treasurer), Lotte Shankland, John Tierney, Dr Martha Young-Scholten, Dr Joyce Liddle, Dr Mike Thompson (Chair-Elect), Christine Cumming (Secretary).

ANNUAL REPORT  2001 – 2002 

The Studentship in 2001-2

Although the Trust was not in a position to fund a full scholarship in 2001-02, it was possible to provide partial support to Shari Daya, who had graduated from the University of Cape Town with a BA (Hons) in English and Italian Studies.Whilst in Durham, Shari was a member of the Graduate Society and resident in Parsonsfield House. She has successfully completed an MA in English Literary Studies. Shari submitted a very interesting dissertation in which she offered a feminist perspective on The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy. Shari is keen to pursue a doctorate and is looking into possibilities of returning to Durham as a doctoral student in Geography.

Committee members held a small party on 30 August at Ash Amin’s home, to say farewell to Shari. We were delighted that Richard and Jane Brown were also able to attend. Richard was presented with a drawing of mining life in the North East by the celebrated artist, Tom McGuinness. This was to mark Richard’s many years of leadership of the Trust as its Chair.

The Studentship in 2002-3

Our advertising of the studentship to South African Universities produced 33 applications, which were considered by a shortlisting sub-group, and the shortlist fully discussed by the full committee at the selection meeting in April. The committee made the decision to offer the scholarship to Nceba ‘Lucky’ Mzanywa, a graduate of the University of Fort Hare with a BSc (Hons) degree in Chemistry. Lucky arrived in Durham on 21 September and moved into Graduate Society accommodation in Parsonsfield House. A small welcoming party was held for him at Lotte Shankland’s house on 4 October. Lucky is settling very well in Durham, and is studying for a MSc by research in polymer chemistry, supervised by Dr Khosravi.

Past Students

We continue to hear heartening news from past Ruth First scholars. Lulama Gomomo (LLM International and European Legal Studies, 2001) is a Lecturer in the Department of Law at the University of Zululand, and is considering studying for an LLD. Jack Monedi is a Provincial Communications Officer in the Department of Social Development in Pretoria. Adelene Africa (MA in Counselling 1997) is working as a Research Assistant in the Psychology Department of the University of Cape Town investigating the role of psychologists in child custody hearings. Nomsa Hani (MA in Theological Research 1998) is at the same University working as the co-ordinator of a research institute in the Department of Religious Studies and studying for her PhD on attitudes towards HIV/AIDS. Abraham (Abbey) Kgaile (MA in Education (Leadership and Management) 1998) has been appointed School-Chief Education Specialist in the School Management Directorate in the Free State. Portia Makhanya (MSc in Geographical Information for Development 1999) returned to her former post in the Monitoring and Evaluation Unit of the Department of Forestry and Water Resources in the Eastern Cape last October. Of earlier students Thembi Cele (BSc Biological Sciences 1993) is responsible for resource management for 2,300 public primary and secondary schools in the North West Province.

Events

We organised a number of events this year with two aims: raising funds and raising the Trust’s profile. On both counts, this has been a very successful year. 

This year’s Ruth First Lecture, organised in collaboration with the Durham University History Society and supported by the University, was spectacularly successful in informing people about the Trust and raising awareness about recent developments in Africa. George Alagiah, BBC newsreader and foreign correspondent (and Durham graduate) gave a fascinating talk to a packed lecture theatre about his experience of Africa as a child and as a reporter.

A banquet, held jointly with The Palestinian Educational Trust on 2 February, proved once again to be a big success, raising over £3,000 in total, of which £1,604.09 came to the Trust. A celebration of South African Freedom Day, held in the Town Hall on 27 April, was greatly enjoyed by the many people who attended, and raised £191.78.

The Trust was represented by Mike Thompson, Bongani Ndimba and Chris Cumming at a lecture and dinner organised by the Theology Department on 20 May in St John’s College. Professor John de Gruchy of the University of Cape Town (Nomsa Hani’s PhD supervisor) spoke on the role of art in the search for reconciliation in South Africa, after which Mike gave a brief presentation on the activities of the Trust. 

The student’s Ruth First Society raised £195 at the showing of the film ‘A Long Night’s Journey into Day’ in Hild and Bede College. A further £50 was raised by the Graduate Film Society. A jazz event held at the Business School raised £30. A salsa evening arranged by Martha Young-Scholten was enjoyed by those energetic enough to attend, and raised £16.

Finance

The examined accounts for the year 2001-2 are attached. Thanks to the continuing generosity and support of many people, not only current and retired staff of the university but also many other supporters from the community, the Trust’s accounts are in a healthy position. We are especially grateful for a single donation of £500, which served to give the Trust a sizeable boost. We are also grateful to the Northern Trades Union Council for the donation of £1500 from their Millenium partnership fund. This year the Surplus of Receipts over payments was £6,697 as against £928 last year. 

After a year of being able to only part-sponsor studentship, we should now be able to return to offering a full studentship, thanks to fundraising efforts and a welcome increase in donations. A slight increase in contributions from our regular donors, who remain the backbone of the Trust, would secure the permanence of the studentship on an annual basis. A studentship for 2003-04 will be advertised soon.

Other Matters

This year, for the first time, the Trust has a website (courtesy of Mike Thompson’s creativity and hard work). It can be found (still under construction) at:  www.dur.ac.uk/ruthfirst.trust. It is hoped that the site will be useful in terms of both attracting applicants and also for raising the Trust’s profile.

